What happens following
the supportive care
screening?
Your nurse/health professional will discuss any
identified concern/issues
with you.
They may offer to refer
you to services within
Kilmore & District Hospital or to other service
providers.
They will provide information about services
that are available within
the local community.
They will directly refer
you or contact your GP if
a GP referral is necessary.
The nurse /health professional will offer to rescreen you in a few
weeks time to ensure
that your needs have
been met or to identify
new needs that have
arisen.
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Cancer Council Victoria
helpline— Tel 13 11 20
Mon—Fri
8:30am—
6:00pm. The qualified
staff can discuss specific types of cancer
with patients and what
happens during treatments. They can connect patients to support groups.
Mitchell
Community
Health
Service—Tel
1300 773 352. They
provide care and support
for
patients
through Allied Health,
Nursing and Home and
Community Care support and other programs.
Lower Hume Palliative
Care - Tel 5735 8065.
They provide care and
support for patients
with life limiting illnesses, their families
and
carers
through
nursing,
counselling
and volunteers.

Information for
patients and families
affected by cancer

Supportive Care
Screening
Supporting you and
your family through
your cancer journey

Supportive Care:
Kilmore Hospital will be providing supportive care screening to all patients
with cancer and their families and carers from December 2011.

What are Supportive Care
needs?
Supportive care needs can include:

A cancer diagnosis is a challenging and stressful experience for patients
and families. We all need different kinds of support for varying needs that
arise over time.
There are many issues that may cause you to become upset and can contribute to your distress.
To help us support you, please could you complete the Peter Mac Supportive Needs Screening Tool (form). It should only take 10 minutes. By filling out this form, you and your carer will have the opportunity to access
assistance now or later in your cancer journey if you choose.
Please complete this form and return it to your nurse/health professional.

Physical needs - (e.g. pain, fatigue,
nausea)
Psychological needs (e.g. anxiety,
distress)
Social needs (e.g. practical supports,
carer needs)
Information needs (e.g.. relating to
diagnosis, prognosis, treatments)
Spiritual needs (e.g. addressing
hopelessness, despair)

Why screen for Supportive Care
needs?
“Evidence shows that cancer patients
who have had their supportive care
needs addressed have lower rates of
anxiety, mood disorders, nausea, vomiting and pain, and significantly greater
knowledge about the disease and treatment” (National Breast Cancer Centre and National Cancer Control Initiative, 2003).

The Wheel of Support and information was reproduced with permission from Western Health

